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Many options exist,
but a little work will
find the right one

Diana Bellettieri
Thee Joursel Mewa

As preschool directors tout
their warious teaching philosc-
phies, selecting a program for
your precious tyle may seem as
cverwhelming as applying o col-

ile some local districts have
eased the stress by infroducing
universal preschool programs,
mnany families must still make the

* choice on their own,

Tielay, we look at four pre-
schoo] programs that caber to i
verae neads. Last wesk, we ox-

three bigname philoso-
phies: Waldord, Montessori and
Bank Street.

Nelghborhood day care
Preschools licensed o provide
day care are attractive to
I“H'ﬁ]]hﬂdﬁm“r}ltm-llm'lt
cefised preschools cannot keep
children for more than three

1T preschoals will
waich chi for more than 10
hours,

The Kiwi School in Mahopac is
a preschoo] and kindergarten jro-
with the option of extended
ay care, Parenis can drog thelr
children off at 7:30 am. and pick
them up at 6 pm., il necessary.
Muost children, however, attend ei-
ther a three-hour or a seven-hour
BpaRinn.

On & rany afernoon at The
Kiwi Schonl, a class of 4-pear-alds
took tums credling baby chicks,
playing with puziles and eating
donghnut holes.

L e T,

to pick up her 4-yearo
daughter, Julin. Despite having
been dropped off at # a.m., Julia
didn't want to go home, She was
tisy busy tending to the flower she
had planted.

“It takes me a halfhour to get
her out of here,” said Toohey, 39,
a single mother from Mahopac
who works as a hairstylist. “It's
greal to know that while I'm at
work, she wants to be here, she's
sale and she's happy.™

Tuition ranges from about
52,580 o 56,000 per school year,

Cooperative preschool

Cooperstive  preschoal
ﬂ'a.lmlrrha:ﬂ:rmhﬂdﬂﬂgﬂ
parent s the most important
teacher in & child's e In HCW{‘-I
erative program, &rlive
participate in the under
the dally guidance of a head
teacher,

Ramapo Community Nursery
HE:'Im-ulln Hntm'mun:n[ﬂw
ral cobperative programs in
RMthlﬁE mhaFiE:puﬂ:S
14956, RrOgri

to include 2-, 3 and 4year-cld

“You're Imm.-.-fdng urself in
mmmﬁmw
mﬁru:ﬂ:mhdngtngeﬂ}erm
ing and growing.” said Halpemn,
34, a stayal-home mother from
New City. *1 think it makes the
child value their education more
becanse the parent wants to be so
closely connected.”
Tuition is 5120 to 5205 a month,
and there is & 520 freee,
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“It"s great to know that while I'm at
work, she wants io be here, she's safe
and she's happy."
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Base preschool choice on what your child needs
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Speclal education

The best preschoo program for
il dnﬂwﬂlﬂw dizabled child
{& often determined by the severic

of the disability. Based upon the

dings of their local school dis-
trict, parcots may enroll their
child in assisted classes and seck
additional services i their home.

At the Children's School for
Early Development in Hawthome,
eight aulistic children sat in a
gemicincle with their personal
gides. One by one, each chibd weet
ta the certer of the circle, ran his
fingers over the letters of his
name and rejpiced at the sccom-
plishment.

“Il may not be a blg deal to
soane, buot it 8 to o= said Kim
Johnson, 37, an admindstrative ag-
sistant fram Peekskill whose son
Eyler is in the class, “When you
have a child, ynu hope they'll e
AN EVErREE ... Bart Kiyler has
a lot of needs ™

The Children's School works Lo
satisly each child's neads through
a combination of individualized
amd group instruction. Teachers
are trained in applied behavior
anahysis amd werbal behavdor,
which focis on semall, measurable
units of instrisction such as pairing
and complying with verbal direc-
tinns. Data pertaining to each
child's goals are collected and an-
alyzed daily

For children who qualify for
special education bui whose
needs are less severe, The Chil-
dren's School has developed class-
e in which developmentally dis-
abled childeen learn and play

r Early Developmant in Hawthome,
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' The ABCs of choosing a preschool

Educators and local pareils say:

W Ask whether the school is licensed,
W Do yowr amewodk, Learm evenyihing you can about the school's phdasephy and poicies,

m {heck the teacherchild rato, For 3yearolds, there should be no more then five children to a teachear|
for 4yearalds, eight children to a teacher; for Syearoids, no mona than 15 chilien to @ lEachar,

W Ask teachers how thay deal wih confiols between children.
W Conalder your child's needs. Ooes he do best in small or large settings? How doss she deal wilh s2p-
aration? Is b potly traired? Doses she need exire gitention’
B Think about your family's neads. o you reed a half, full o edended-day program? Do you want to
be irvelwed? How ruch money ane you willing to spend? How far ane you willing to trawvel?

W Be prepared for & quiz. How would you dascnbe your child during an migndes?

On the Web

® Child Care Council of Wesichester Inc, at weaw childcarewssichester.og
B Putnam County Child Care Council at weaw. pubchikioeg

& Child Care Resowces of Rockland, inc. at wwe.childcamenockland.org

Blﬂl?ﬂﬂe typically  developing
children, In these classes, the dis-
abled children continue o receive
their special services.

The Children’s Schoal for
Development is funded the
the Mew York state Department of
Education and the County De-
partment of Health, There is no
clarge (o milies,

Religlon-based preschool

Regardiess of the religion, par-
ents and educators said
preschoo] offered all the tradition-
al learning and playing npmnmﬂ-
lies plus lessong of respect, love
and faith that are essential o a

maoral grounding,

Al 5L Catharine of Alexandria
School 1n B'l:tu'w:il.. [rOyers are
said in the mo and theq

at lunch. Teacher Birhan
eeney said the pmye'ra are very
simply atated, yet nevertheless set
the foundation for an apprecistion

of God's

“It's really Jmp-urt.nnt today fo
hawe that kind of a foundation ancd
tor know that God is always with
them,” Feeney said. *1 think that
irives them a real sense of securl-
tv.”

Namwy Cuirk, whose Syear-old
twins attend 5. Catharine, said
Feeneys ways of introducing God
io the chiklren is “ingenicus.”

“It gives them the beginnings of
refigious beliefs bn a way thal's
hard for us, a5 parents, to bring it
down to that level,” said Quirk, 42,
an TBM project £ from
Blauvelt. "It's nol the school's pe-
spansibility to teach religion, bist it
gives a good introduction,”

Tuition ramges. from 52025 16
54,600 per school year and there
15 a 475 registration fes.

Reach Mana Beflettien at

dbell sttt hejowmalnews.com of
452282278,



