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With new HQ, Westchester Arc builds community

By ALEX PHILIPPIDIS
alex@westtairinc com

Westchester Are plans to broak
ground next month on a $14 mil-
lion headquarters in Hawthorne
designed not only to house offices
and programs but 1o send a m
sage as well — that people with
developmental disabilities are best
served within the communi
The new roughly 45,000-square-
foot building on Route 9A (265 Saw
Mill River Road) doesn't include space
for the training and work facilities that
draw many of the 1,600 individuals or
“consumers” served by Westchestor
Arc to its current White Plains
ome base, at 121 Wes
Ave. Individuals working or rec
ing services there will shift cither to
employers in the community or to
smaller community centers the non-
profit operates countywide, i
a new one to open by month’s end in
New Rochelle.
What the new HQ will include is

welcoming space for consumers and
their families that can facilitate their
taking control of their own lives.”

With that in mind,
Dattner Architects of
ty feature a three-story
enclosed waterfall or “water wal
isible from cach of the building’s

bove-ground floo
sumers told us they really
wanted water in some way to be
brought into the design.” said Cathy
Bahan, Westchester Arc’s director of
marketing and public affairs.

Plans also include a cellar, mostly
o space.
stehester Arc purchased the
Hawthorne site in 2003 for $1.1
million from an entity controlled
by developer Charles Persico. The
nonprofit spent the following 2-1/2
years designing the new headquar-
ters, forming a capital campaign to
help pay for it. and raising funds.

Westchester Arc has 700 employ
©es and operates on an annual bud-
get of $42 million.

“The building itself is a definition of what we are moving
toward as an organization. We want to create a welcoming
space for consumers and their families that can facilitate
their taking control of their own lives.”

— Richard P. Swierat, executive director, Westchester Arc

performing arts and gallery space,

as well as facilities like cente

for selladvocacy and guardianship,
o

mental disabiliti
can develop goals and build support
network

Westcl

Arc will break
ground at a M omony. with
the headquarters set to open in July
2007.

“The building itself is a defini-
tion of what we are moving toward
as an organization,” said Richard P.
Westchester Arc’s execu-
ive director. “We want (o create a

‘The new headquarters is the cost
lier of two purposes for which 1
nonprofit has laun 5

$7.5 mi
lion capital campaign that only now
has entered its public phase. In addi-
tion to $5.5 million toward the build-
ing, the campaign is also raising a
$2 million “Fund for the Future” to
support various programs.

To date, the campaign has raisod
more than $4 million, said Anne
Sweazey, executive director of
the Westchester Arc Foundation.
Mitchell Benerofe, a partner in

ies, and Beth Beck,
. co-chair the

Richard Swleat execve diecur of Westhestr Ar it Cathy Batan, director of markating and pubic

zey, executive director of

Westchester Arc has hired CB
Richard Ellis Inc. to sell its current
47,595-square-foot HQ, a converted
World War Il-era munitions plant
that was built in the 1930s and has
anization’s home base

ince 1968. The nonprofit has not set
an asking price, opting instead to let
the markot determine that through
bids Fom sould-bo buye
rhe universe of b s overy-
thing from nonprofits 10 developors
of individual lofts to creative adver-
tising companies. Such a broad mix
of uses can_be accommodated in
the building,” said William V. Cuddy
r., a senior vice president with CB

Richard

The six-story bmldmg and

rounding site of 0.7 a ned

for professional office, *rotail, bank,

restaurant, medical labs. nonprofit
u

campaign for 121 Westmoreland.

Westchester Arc hopes to finance
the new headquarters through bonds
to be issued by the state Dormitory

Authority. The project won't affect
funding for current programs and
services, Swierat said.

“We're hoping 10 sell the building
by the end of the year,” Swierat said.
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