
n event to enable guests to
“Envision and Explore” the
new building was held on
Friday afternoon, Sept. 7th.

Sixty friends gathered for informal
tours of the construction in progress.
A brief program featured County
Executive, Andrew Spano, who
offered his congratulations on this
achievement.  During his remarks,
Spano praised Westchester Arc for its
commitment to inclusion. “We pride
ourselves on the quality of life in this
county, and that’s what Westchester
Arc’s programs are about. It’s beyond
getting people jobs,” he said. “It’s
about self-esteem.” Anne Majsak,
Westchester Arc President, welcomed

guests and reviewed the three-year
commitment to building this community
resource. Beth Beck, capital campaign
co-chair, reviewed fundraising results
to date. Pointing to a graphic of a
thermometer measuring fundraising
progress, she said that $6,280,000
million in gifts and pledges has been
committed out of a campaign goal of
$7.5 million, leaving a balance of
$1,220,000 million still to be raised.
Ric Swierat, Executive Director of
Westchester Arc, stated that the new
center “will be a welcoming space
that makes the people we serve feel
that they’re part of the larger com-
munity. “The real importance of this
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he boards of directors of
Westchester Arc and the
Westchester Arc Foundation are
proud to announce the name of

the new building in Hawthorne to
honor the two families whose leader-
ship gifts made this dream a reality.

For over 30 years, Westchester
Arc had the privilege of sharing in
the special relationship between
Gerard Gleeson and his son, Lenny.
Gerard was committed to helping

Lenny lead a full, enriching life but
realized he couldn’t be around all
the time. He searched for an agency
that could help Lenny achieve his
true potential in the same caring,
nurturing environment that he had
always provided for his son. He

found that in
Westchester Arc.

Lenny made
use of the
agency’s
resources to build
on his every day
living skills and
establish relation-
ships.  After a
few years with
Westchester Arc,
Lenny decided he
wanted to
become more
independent by
moving into the
Park Circle

Residence. Gerard
was extremely proud of his son’s
decision, and even though they no
longer lived together, Gerard contin-
ued to visit him every weekend and
to accompany him to recreational

activities. 
Gerard Gleeson remained a

great supporter of Westchester Arc
through the years, offering time and
energy for volunteer events, and gen-
erous financial contributions. Though
father and son have passed away,
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The Gleeson-Israel Center
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For further information, contact Anne Sweazey, Executive Director, Westchester Arc Foundation
(914) 428-8330, ext. 3336. Visit us online at: www.westchesterarc.org
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Staff Campaign a Success

ENVISION POSSIBILITIES

Building Blocks for Achieving $7.5 Million Goal

1 gift @ $2,000,000

1 gift @ $1,000,000

1 gift @ $500,000

2 gifts @ $400,000

2 gifts @ $250,000

4 gifts @ $150,000

7 gifts @ $100,000

8 gifts @ $50,000

16 gifts @ $25,000

20 gifts @ $15,000

20 gifts @ $10,000

Smaller Gifts: $100,000
Key:

Shaded Areas: Open Areas:

Gifts and Pledges Gifts Needed to

Received to Date Complete Campaign

Amount Committed as of 10/4/07 $6,366,277

”I can see every day how the members of our
caring and professional staff change lives for the
better. The gifts to the new building and the Fund
for the Future will make a difference in the quality
of lives for people with disabilities and their 
families far into the future.”

Nancy Succoso, Assistant Executive Director
Chairperson of the Staff Campaign

“Over fifty years ago, programs to improve the
quality of the lives of the people we now serve
started in someone’s home in Pelham, NY. Well,
this new building being built in Hawthorne, NY
will be our new home, where we will continue the
agency’s mission for another fifty plus years.”

Yvonne Petty, Residence Manager

Capital Campaign:
A Progress Report Other organizations

have found that giving
staff members the oppor-
tunity to give to a capital
campaign if they choose
to do so can have inspir-
ing results. Westchester
Arc is no exception. The
members of the “cabi-
net”— thirteen senior
administrators-- set a
goal for themselves of
$20,000 in gifts to the
campaign. Beth Beck,
who co-chairs the cam-
paign, encouraged them
by offering a challenge
gift. The cabinet met the
challenge and Beth will
effectively double this

commitment for a grand
total of $40,000.

The entire staff of
Westchester Arc will be
given the opportunity to
join in this effort. The
campaign is continuing
through the help of four
enthusiastic staff volunteers:

They have been meet-
ing regularly to develop
campaign materials and
to plan the presentation
to the rest of the staff.
Nancy Succoso and
Yvonne Petty, two lead-
ers of the staff cam-
paign, say this about
why they support the
campaign:

t’s beautiful,”
breathed David S.
as he walked into
Westchester Arc’s

“lobby-in-progress” on
September 7.
Representing the cus-
tomer service council, a
board-level group of
self-advocates, he had
just viewed architectur-
al renderings of the fin-
ished building.  

No one at the event
was more excited than
David, who had prac-
ticed his speech for
days. He had previ-
ously told staff that the
current headquarters
building at 121
Westmoreland Avenue,
White Plains “has seen
its day,” and he was

eager to tell the audi-
ence just what the new
building would mean 
to him. “Thank you for
inviting me,” David
began. “I am looking
forward to the water
wall and the new build-
ing, which I have seen
pictures of.” He was
referring to the build-
ing’s most dramatic
design element, which
will be visible from the
lobby and was con-
ceived in response to
requests by David and
other self-advocates.

And, indeed, David
took his responsibilities
at the walk-through
very seriously.  His
carefully chosen suit
and designer shoes

drew comments from
other guests as he
“worked the room,”
accompanied by his
service coordinator,
Zulma Velez, and his
residence counselor,
Yolna Eugene, both of
Hawthorne Foundation,
Inc. “That’s a beautiful
tie you’re wearing,” he
told Mitch Benerofe,
capital campaign 
co-chair.

“It looks a lot like
yours,” noted Mitch.

David perused col-
lages created by self-
advocates, which are
inspiring a quilt that
will hang in the new
lobby, and he viewed
examples of the art that
will hang on every

floor.
Nibbling finger food

under a large tent
pitched in the parking
lot, he confided to
Evan Latainer, director
of the Westchester
County Office for the
Disabled, that “I’m 
hoping to get a job in
the community.”

“I’m writing a
book,” he told Emily
Kingsley, a longtime
agency friend.

As he entered the
van that would take
him home, David
seemed pleased with
his contribution to the
day. “I wanted to make
everyone proud of
me,” he said.

And we were.

David S. Captures Project’s Spirit

“I ecreation and
respite services will

benefit from the Fund
for the Future, 

through donations to 
the capital campaign.
Westchester Arc offers the
most comprehensive menu
of leisure activities in
Westchester County for
people with developmental
disabilities. During 2008,
art, music and dance pro-
grams provided opportu-
nities for creative expres-
sion to 70 students. And
our annual Spring Ball
was the spot for partygoers
to meet 600 of their
friends.

Consumers and their
families benefit from
expanded weekday hours
at a refurbished Respite
House. Respite House
serves as a planned and
emergency respite for 
children and adults.
Located in Thornwood, in
a quiet residential neigh-
borhood, its caring, expe-
rienced staff provides a
nurturing and fun experi-
ence for families. The
house has been newly
renovated and redecorated

to give it a homelike
atmosphere. About 70
individuals used Respite
House annually. The fee is
on a sliding scale, allow-
ing us to provide respite
for all families, regardless
of financial limitations.

Echo College and the
Yakkety YAC Young Adult
Club for college-age 
students offer innovative
programs that combine
recreational activities with
class instruction in inde-
pendent living and career
skills.

Club Echo and Camp
Echo provide a wide 
variety of recreational
opportunities for children
and adults with develop-
mental disabilities. Club
Echo, the day trip and
vacation experience for
adults who have develop-
mental disabilities, offers
trips to local sports venues,
theaters, and recreational
facilities as well as trips 
to New England, the Mid-
Atlantic States, Canada
and Florida.

The program serves
individuals who live in
Westchester County and

live either at home with
their families, in a group
home, in family care or
independently. Each year,
Club Echo satisfies the
wanderlust of about 135
travelers.  

Camp Echo provides a
wonderful vacation oppor-
tunity for adults. It is a 
residential camp set in 
the beautiful woods of
Fahnestock State Park 
in Putnam, County. The
majority of campers are
between 16 and 65 years
old. Campers have a 
wide variety of functioning

levels. Recently completed
cabin renovations now
permit year-round pro-
gramming. 

Counselors help the
campers with daily living
skills, promote good
social skills, provide a
great deal of enthusiasm
and have skills in arts and
crafts, sports, music and
dance. The counselor 
to camper ratio is 1:3. 
Camp Echo employs 
Red Cross certified water
safety instructors and 
lifeguards.

Enjoying the sun with Club Echo.
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Kresge 
Foundation grant

of $450,000

e are honored to learn 
that the Kresge

Foundation, headquar-
tered in Troy, Michigan, has
awarded a grant to $450,000 
to Westchester Arc’s capital cam-
paign. This is a highly competi-
tive challenge grant awarded 
to organizations whose funding
proposals are accepted and
who meet criteria set forth in the
grant agreement. In order to
receive this grant, we must raise 
$982,000 by January 1, 2009.
We ask all members of the
Westchester Arc community to
help us to meet this challenge
by participating in the final
stage of the campaign. 
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Justin Israel and the building that will bear his name.

         




